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A quick tour of Pen Tool basics.

 The Pen Tool  

 Add Anchor Point Tool

The Pen Tool is used to place anchor points.  These anchor points 
are connected by paths.  When a pen tool closes a path by joining the 
ending anchor to the beginning (indicated by the “x” next to the pen tool 
turning into a “o”) the anchors and paths become an object that may be 
edited in an infinite amount of ways.

The Convert Anchor Point Tool is used to convert an anchor point to 
a Bèzier Curve.  The CAPT is used by clicking and dragging on an 
anchor point either to the right or down. A handle will be pulled in both 
the direction of the CAPT and to the opposite.  Once un-clicked the 
handles may be independently adjusted to customize the curve further.

The Add Anchor Point Tool is used to add an anchor point to an 
existing path only.  The AAPT cannot add an anchor point anywhere 
but on a path.  This is a common mistake when learning the pen tool.

The Delete Anchor Point Tool allows the user to delete anchor points 
along a path.  If the anchor is along a curved path, deleting the anchor 
will also remove the curve, causing the path to straighten between the 
remaining anchor points.

The Direct Selection Tool does exactly what it’s entitled; it directly 
selects.  The DST is used to select individual anchor points or paths.  
While holding down “shift” additional points/paths may be selected and 
altered as needed.

The Selection Tool is used to easily select and move objects contain-
ing paths and anchor points.  When the Selection Tool is used on any 
part of a path, all anchor points and paths are highlighted and may be 
moved or altered as one object.  
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The Pen Tool is one of the most versatile and important tools in 
the digital design arsenal. The skills are implemented across the 
Adobe Creative Suite, and exist outside the Adobe spectrum. The 
concepts are based in traditional drawing skills used when drawing 
and mirroring curves accurately.


